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THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NEW ZEALAND SURFING CHAMPS 
WAS HELD AT PIHA DURING JANUARY.  

The event was run over 7 days with 400 surfers ranging in age 
from 10 to 69 years competing for 22 different national titles.  

Sixty of New Zealand’s best surfers contested the premiere 
Open Men’s division which kicked off in perfect 1.5m offshore 
conditions and while the surf was very average during  other 
parts of the week, the results were true to form with Billy 
Stairmand from Raglan winning the covetted NZ Champion title.

Thandi Durham (Taranaki) won the Open Women’s title with Piha 
surfer, Misha Davis placing second.  Piha surfers competed well 
throughout the event, with Anna Jolly leading the way winning 
the Open Women’s Longboard Title and the Senior Women’s title.  
Misha also placed 3rd in the Open Women’s Longboard. 

Other title winners were veteran competitor, Gary Pike who 
won the Legends (Over 50’s) Title and Tane Wallis who won the 
Junior Men’s (Under 18) Title.  Tane also placed 3rd in the Junior 
Longboard. Elliot Paerata-Reid surfed well placing 2nd in both 
the Junior Men’s and Under 16 divisions while North Piha’s 
Hamish Divett also gained a second in the Over 60’s. Claudia 
Fraser again showed the rapid improvement in her surfing by 
placing 5th in the Junior Women’s and 3rd in the Under 16 Girl’s.

During the week, competitors, visitors and residents enjoyed 
other activities including the SEWN Longboard movie which 
was shown on a massive inflatable screen at the Piha domain. 
Soul diva, Cat Tunks singing at the Piha Surf Club, local DJ’s Sam 
E, Brad, Phil and Jason spinning their tunes at the Bowling Club, 
and a treasure hunt at the beach on the finals day.

The event went well and it was fantastic to see Piha, as a 
community, support and accommodate the NZ Surfing Champs 
in it’s 50th year with such a positive spirit.  To all Piha surfers 
who participated in the event, regardless of results, well done!

Phil Wallis

Piha hosts the New Zealand Surfing Champs 

The Queen of Piha surfing, Anna Jolly, on her way to winning two national titles at the 2012 NZ Surf Champs. PHOTO: CPL

Tane Wallis with his haul - Junior Champ and 3rd in the Junior Longboard. PHOTO: REUBEN FIETJE

Piha local Liam Joyce clocking up some barrel time. PHOTO: CPL 

Gary Pike 1st in the Over-50 Men’s

Anna Jolly 1st  in Women’s Longboard with Mischa Davis 3rd

Anna Jolly 1st in the Over 30 Women’s 

Tane Wallis 1st in Under-18 Men’s, Elliot Paerata-Reid 2nd

Elliot Paerata-Reid 2nd in Under-16 boys

Mischa Davis 2nd in Open Women’s

Women’s Bodyboard Maiya Thompson 1st, Chelsea Pike 3rd

Over-35 Men’s Rich Lasch 3rd

Over-45 Men’s Phil Wallis 3rd

Piha Results at the NZ Champs
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Piha locals chosen for 
Huntington Beach Exchange

WAITAKERE RANGES 
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

CORY MARSON-WOOD AND LLOYD POWNALL have been selected as part of the 
exchange programme between the Piha Surf Life Saving Club and California Surf 
Life Saving Club - Huntington Beach.

This exchange has taken place since the 1970’s and was created to form an 
ongoing link with Waitakere’s former sister city, Huntington Beach. The exchange 
also provides the opportunity for young lifeguards to experience another way of 
patrolling while also team building and improving their lifeguard skills.

Lloyd and Cory are current Piha Rookies (Junior Surf Life Guards in Training). Most 
weekends you will find them on the beach training to increase their experience 
and knowledge, preparing them for their Bronze Medallion exams. If they’re not 
on the beach they can probably be found training at the pool or fund raising for 
the exchange, which will take place in July 2013.

Cory and Lloyd are seeking sponsorship and work or odd jobs to raise funds for 
this once in a life time experience.

If you can help please call or email the following contacts:

Cory Marson-Wood: 09 8128 118 Lloyd Pownall: 09 8128 938

Email: woodiez@xtra.co.nz  Email: lloyd.pownall@gmail.com                                

This is an outstanding achievement for our Piha boys. They are the only two Piha 
residents to be selected in the 2013 exchange. They are privileged to have grown 
up within our fantastic Piha community and we trust you will help get them to 
Huntington.

Wendy Marson-Wood

ARE YOU RUNNING A BUSINESS IN THE WAITAKERE RANGES?  If so then Bobbie 
Carroll, of Piha, would like to hear from you.

Bobbie Carroll & Julia Woodhouse, with the support of the Waitakere Ranges 
Local Board, are setting up The Waitakere Ranges Business Association.

Bobbie & Julia have been running their own business in Piha for the last 
seven years and have found plenty of opportunities for connecting with other 
businesses on a social level but have found representation for businesses lacking 
in the Waitakere Ranges.

Upon hearing that the first Waitakere Ranges Local Board was wishing to 
support the West’s economy and businesses they approached them for support.

The main purpose of the Association, says Bobbie, is to support Westies with  
businesses in the Waitakere Ranges.   There is a somewhat misguided concept 
that opportunities are limited and that Local Government makes it difficult.   

‘Not so’  says Bobbie

After several meetings and conversations with others in business,  the new 
Waitakere Ranges Business Association is about to become Incorporated. 

She would like the Association to be a place of connection, mainly web driven, 
where information on what we can and can’t do is clearer.   A place where we 
can support and find out information on how to run sustainable businesses 
and network together while continuing to love and care for our exceptional 
environment.

Further, Bobbie would like it to be a resource where local business can be 
represented at the Local Board, Auckland Council and ATEED (Auckland Tourism 
and Economic Development) level  where  we can ensure submissions, when 
called for, have some input from the business sector.   Bobbie is not pretending 
it’s not a political group.  ‘Of course it is’ says Bobbie ‘and it’s sorely needed’.   
Every other group appears to make submissions on bylaws, local plans etc. and 
there should be one representing our local economy and the interests of local 
businesses.

Without the support of the Waitakere Ranges Local Board it would be so much 
harder Bobbie says.  Denise Yates, the Chair, says it’s time that the perception of 
the Board not supporting business was put to rest.

You can contact Bobbie by emailing her on bobbiec@attglobal.net  or 8128758 / 
021 969924

Bobbie Carroll 
Above: Lloyd Pownall and Cory Marson-Wood. PHOTO: ANN MAYN

Below: Huntington Beach Pier from the water. The San Gabriel Mountains in the background. PHOTO: W P PILOT
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Get me to the beach on time

Congratulations to Helen and Ben Arkle on their 
Valentine’s Day wedding. 

It was a beautiful ceremony at Te Waha, surrounded 
by friends and family who had made the journey 

from all parts of the world. Helen looked gorgeous, as 
did daughters Stella and Poppy. It was a wonderful 

occasion, and we wish you all the best. 

Reviving the Piha Directory
A 2012 VERSION OF THE ONCE POPULAR PIHA DIRECTORY IS BEING RESURRECTED. 

The project is a joint effort by the Piha Community Library and Marie Trubuhovich.  
It is important to note that the directory will only contain names and phone 
numbers, NOT addresses.

So far they have had a great response but there is still time if you would like to 
be added to the Directory. They are keen to include names and numbers from the 
Karekare and Anawhata areas as well.  

Forms are available from the Piha Library or Piha Real Estate.  Please have your 
form in by 31st March. Completed forms can be dropped into the Piha Library, the 
letterbox of 32 Seaview Road or faxed through to 8128 546.

The Directories will be distributed free of charge, with the production costs met by 
a small amount of advertising included in the publication.
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Report of the Piha Ratepayers’ and Residents’ 
Association

A new year has begun with a new committee under 
the 2011 President, Graeme Webber. New faces 
are Peter Dillon as treasurer and Bobbie Carroll 
as a committee member. The monthly meetings 
will continue to be held on the first Friday of the 
month in the Barnett Hall with Open Forum at the 
beginning of the meeting, which at present is 7 p.m. 

2012 Annual General Meeting Sunday 8 
January Barnett Hall

The attendance at this meeting was disappointingly 
low, probably due to the change of date from 
Anniversary Weekend and the awful weather 
suffered over the summer period. Apart from the 
usual business items of the President’s report and 
presentation of the Annual Accounts, there was 
lively discussion on important on-going issues 
and a presentation by Joh n Dragicevich, Manager 
of Infrastructure and Environmental Services for 
Auckland Council, on proposed changes to the waste 
management system currently used. 

The new proposal for waste management is to use 
2 extra bins to go with the present yellow topped 
bin to replace the current rubbish bag and paper 
collection. Concern was expressed on the suitability 
of this proposal for Piha. Submissions on this have 
now closed. The Association has made a submission 
in support of the present collection system.  

Fireworks were another topic of discussion. The 
2011 AGM directed the committee to work towards 
achieving a ban on the use of fireworks in the Piha 
area because of the danger of fire misuse of them 

creates, several recent fires having been caused 
by them.  The current by-law prohibits the use of 
fireworks on public land only. The committee has 
been told the Police is the agency to enforce the 
current by-law. Before New Year, flyers urging no use 
of fireworks on New Year’s Eve were distributed to 
a large number of households with a very positive 
reception. Fortunately, the weather has reduced 
the fire risk over the summer but the 2012 AGM 
confirmed its direction to the Committee to continue 
its education of the community on the danger of 
fireworks and to continue to work for a total ban on 
them.

A report was made by the Library Sub-committee 
on the lack of progress in negotiations during the 
last year with the Piha Library Trust over its use of 
the Association’s building and other matters.  The 
meeting confirmed its 2011 instruction to the 
Committee to work towards the achievement of a 
resolution to the issues relating to the establishment 
of the Trust.

The Annual Subscription was confirmed at $10.

On-going Issues
Committee representatives have been involved in 
meetings with Council officers over the management 
of the Marawhara and Wekatahi Streams and 
agreement was reached to monitor their intrusion 
into the sand banks. 

Council officers will be holding a meeting on 15 
February with Committee members to discuss 
management of the sand dunes on Piha beach. 
Fenced walkways were installed along a large part of 
the beach in 2011 without community consultation.

The provision of a carpark for disabled drivers 
outside the Post Office has been under discussion 
with Auckland Transport for some time and the last 
plans provided by it were supported at the February 
Committee meeting. The trial opening of the Post 
Office from 3 to 5 p.m. on a Thursday afternoon is 
now confirmed as a permanent change from 10 to 
12 on that day.

Another current issue is revision of the present 
Council by-law about the presence of dogs in beach 
areas with submissions from the public being sought 
at present. The Committee will make a submission 
on this supporting the present restrictions but with 
extension to the Gap area.

Membership

The Committee is very keen to increase membership. 
Any ratepayer or resident may join. Forms to do this 
are held in the Post Office or can be found on the 
website: 

www.piha.org.nz 

Members receive weekly e-mail updates of news. 
It is very important for the Piha community to 
have a strong, democratic voice so the higher 
the membership, the stronger the voice will be. 
Without such a voice, there is no way of presenting a 
community view on an issue to local bodies or other 
agencies. People in the community with issues they 
want to discuss are very welcome to contact the 
Association through the website or by contacting 
a committee member or attending Open Forum at 
the Monthly meeting. The Association participates 
in Waitakere Combined Ratepayers’ Associations 
meetings to meet other groups with issues in 
common. 

Committee for 2012

President, Graeme Webber, Vice-President, Ken 
Cowan, Secretary, Monique Olivier, Treasurer, Peter 
Dillon, Committee, Alberto Bonini, Graham Caley, 
Bobbie Carroll, Graham Cleghorn, Jan O’Connor, 
Helen Pearce.
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The story about rates

Revising dog bylaws or the lethal injection?
 ‘AUCKLAND’S SUPER CITY’ - it certainly has a utopian ring to it. Coaxing forth 
images of united councils, harmony among citizens, a vast community in which 
we can share arts and culture with a distinctive twist; west coast sands, city 
skylines, Manukau’s harbour and Franklin’s Christmas lights. The textures and 
beauties of Auckland amalgamated into a melting pot of culture and creativity.

A utopian illusion. The council expounds that its anti dog bylaws are intended ‘to 
keep dogs as positive part of life,’ whilst it constructs the bylaw to ensure that 
dogs are left off beaches, out the Waitakere ranges and inside tied to a wall.

The proposed ‘default’ dog access rules prohibit dogs from being in any public 
place ‘controlled by the Council’. This means no longer taking your slipper sized 
pooch to the Piha Café for a latte or to use of the free water buckets they provide. 
Roads, council controlled car parks and boating areas as well as ‘private ways’ 
are also under fire. Under the new laws dogs must be on a leash. Keeping dogs 
restrained even on ‘private ways’ feels somewhat nineteen eighty-four. ‘Private 
ways’ are not council controlled. But, under the dog bylaw, your dog would be 
prohibited from your drive-way if it is not on a leash. 

Anti-dog restrictions are even more rampant in the section of the bylaw directed 
at Waitakere.  Here, dogs will be prohibited on or at ‘North Piha Beach, Lion 
Rock [and] South Piha […] except for a portion of North Piha beach (on-leash).’ 
I concede that Lion Rock and other penguin habitats should be under the bylaw. 
With a Government that is unwilling to protect the sea life in the ocean, the least 
we can do is protect them on shore. 

The on-leash areas can be found on a council provided map online 
(Aucklandcouncil.govt.nz).  The beach directed bylaws are particularly 

interesting as one section of the law states that beaches can only be accessed 
outside of ‘Summer; 10am to 6.30pm, Winter; 10am to 4pm.’ The blaring 
contradiction and ambiguity of the phrasing, is incredibly misleading. It  seems 
the publicly available information succeeds in only ill-informing and misleading 
the public. 

Perhaps it is about time you got that axolotl you always wanted, before it too 
suffers beneath the laws of the ‘Super City.’

Sebastian Mackay

THE AUCKLAND COUNCIL LONG-TERM COUNCIL PLAN 
2012-2022 is out for consultation. Of big interest to 
Piha locals is how the new rates system will affect 
local ratepayers. 

This is complicated by a number of factors:

• The shift to capital value, required by the 
Government, which is generally favourable to 
properties with low levels of development

• A general across the region rates increase of 3.6% 
for 2012/13

• A proposed rural differential of 90% which Piha 
would get

• A general reduction in property values at Piha in the 
latest property valuation

• The new rates system applies a single rates 
methodology across the region.

These factors, especially the last, have seen big shifts 
in rates in the various legacy city council areas. Many 
of the high-value inner-city areas face big rates rises, 
whereas in places like Piha, most property owners 
may gain reductions.

Ratepayers in the former Waitakere City Council area 
were generally highly rated for the value of their 
properties, which tend to be quite low. Therefore, 
they have come out winners when the rates are 
struck across the whole region.

I asked the Council’s Finance Department to provide 
me with some Piha examples...

A property with a Capital Value in 2008 of 
$1,175,000 paid 2011/2012 rates of $3.844. With 
the 2011 CV now $1,050.000, the rates would be 
$3,259, a 15.4% reduction.

A property with a $650,000 CV in 2008 paid $2,379 
rates in 2011/2012. With the 2011 CV $590,000, 
rates would be $1994, a 16.2% reduction.

A property with a $410,000 CV in 2008, paid $2,225 
rates in 2011/12. With the 2011 CV at $370,000, the 
rates would be $1,389, a 37.6% reduction.

However, as I said, some parts of the region face 
frightening rates increases so the Council is proposes 
to transition the rates changes over three years, to 
ease the burden on affected ratepayers. 

This means that increases in rates in any of the 
next three years, would be capped at 10%. To pay 
for this transition, areas receiving decreases would 
be capped at 5.6% reduction for the first year, and 
3.8% and 3.7% reduction for the next two years. At 
the end of three years, they would receive the full 
reduction. 

This seems fair, and softens the huge increases 
some household will face and is a proposal I have 
supported. Now it is out for consultation.

Others areas of interest to Piha are that the proposed 

Uniform Annual General Charge is $350, and that 
the special septic tank pump out rate of $203 pa 
remains.

I would encourage ratepayers to make 
submissions on the LTP. You can go online at www.
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz to see the whole plan and 
find out how to make submissions.

Sandra Coney

PHOTO: ANNA BROWNE
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THERE HAVE BEEN QUITE A FEW DEVELOPMENTS 
AT PIHA INVOLVING AUCKLAND COUNCIL OVER THE 
HOLIDAY PERIOD.

Event Notification

I am talking to Council staff about the relationship 
with local communities when they are approving 
events, as not all has gone smoothly in that area, 
with communities at Piha and Karekare learning 
about events at the 11th hour.

Parks and Local Issues

Campervans hitting a pohutukawa limb in Beach 
Valley Road has concerned some nearby residents, 
but there has also been concern about the loss of 
the wonderful ambience of Beach Valley Road with 
its overhanging pohutukawa canopy. Auckland 
Transport’s height limit is 4.25 metres and clearly 
a number of highly valued trees, not just in Beach 
Valley Road, but also Garden and North Piha Roads 
are under that height, so how we handle this is 
relevant not just here but more widely at Piha 
and beyond.  Currently, Parks intend to apply for a 
consent to remove one limb on the tree with the 
low branch, but no more intervention on other 
trees. It was disappointing that Auckland Transport 
cut large limbs off a pohutukawa  in Seaview Road 
(which had been nominated to the Local Board for 
protection) while constructing the footpaths. A 
year or two ago, some of us fought to protect the 
tree when it was proposed to chop it back to let 
a double-decker bus in during the world junior 
surf champs, so it was hard to see some big limbs 
removed without any discussion.

Parks has also been talking to Piha groups about 
the future management approach to the beachfront 
dunes at Piha. Under Waitakere City Council some 
workshops were held to seek community views, but 
this was never completed. Auckland Council has 
brought in dune expert Jim Dahm to give advice 
about where to from here – how to manage dune 
growth and height, how many accessways should 
there be, and so on. He has been meeting with local 
groups, and having met Jim over dune issues in 
other parts of the region, he really knows his stuff.

Discussions with local groups have also continued 
about the joining of the Marawhara and Wekatahi. 
At a meeting last year, trigger points were set when 
work might be needed to separate the streams to 

prevent undermining  the road, and currently the 
stream is quite close. Streams naturally meander, 
especially on beaches, and a lot of sand would have 
to be moved if the streams are to be separated 
with no guarantee they would stay that way. In the 
meantime Parks is seeking resource consents so it 
can act if needed.

Parks has decided to go for a whole new toilet 
block in the Domain, rather than refit. However, 
this is not currently budgeted and more money 
will have to be found. It would be good if this new 
development (probably with current tanks moved 
to underneath it) was done in a coordinated way 
with other planned developments on the Domain 
eg replacement Bowler/Tennis club building. There 
are parks’ Design Guidelines for the Domain and this 
will help protect the “look” of the area.

Submissions

The Dog Bylaw consultation finished on 27 February.  
Many at Piha have prepared submissions, both 
seeking greater restrictions on dogs and seeking 
protection of the off-leash area on North Piha 
which is not proposed for change. I have received 
complaints about dogs off-leash in areas where they 
are prohibited altogether and it has highlighted 
the need for clearer signs about the dog rules, 
instalment of marker signs and better enforcements 
of rules. I am pursuing these with Council officers.

The Long Term Plan is out for submissions with 

Latest happenings at Auckland Council

these closing in late March. In a separate article I 
will talk about how the proposed now rating system 
affects Piha.

Weeds and Possums

Scheduled for this year are intensified possum 
control as in the earlier Operation Forest Save 
covering 3200 ha from Piha and Anawhata inland.

More control is probable for Alligator Weed in the 
Domain and biosecurity is keeping an eye on the 
success of removal in the Lily Pond, Marawhara and 
Wekatahi Streams.

New Signs

In Glenesk Road, the sign at the entrance to the 
camp has been changed to the new name, Piha Mill 
Camp, recognising the history of the area, and the 
former existence of one of the Waitakeres largest 
and best documented kauri milling operations. Look 
forward to the “Glen Esk” sign being replaced by 
its original name “Wai o Kahu”, the stream loved by 
Kahukeke, wife of the senior tohunga on the Tainui 
canoe.

Look out too for some new interpretation at the 
heritage macrocarpa in the Domain, explaining who 
they were planted by over 130 years ago.  Parks 
have fenced these off to protect them against root 
damage from vehicle parking underneath.

Sandra Coney

Councillor for Waitakere

PHOTO: SANDRA CONEY
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Piha Neighbourhood Support Group
SOME USEfUL CONTACTS

POLICE EMERGENCIES 111

fIRST RESPONSE (Paramedics only–no Dr in Piha) 111

HSN POLICE and to report burglaries 839 0600

WHITE CROSS ACCIDENT 836 3336 
& MEDICAL CLINIC 
131 Lincoln Rd, Henderson 

WAITAKERE HOSPITAL 839 0000 
55 Lincoln Road, Henderson

NOISE CONTROL–WCC 24hrs 839 0400 
For noise control, animals, tag out (graffiti) etc

CRIME STOPPER ANONYMOUS 0800 555 111

JUSTICES Of THE PEACE 
Shirley Bond – 117 Piha Road, Piha 8128 595

Ross Pownall – 45 Marine Parade South Piha 8128 185

Phone 812 8138

Piha Memorial RSA
Members & guests 

welcome
Caring for out 
community 

Lest we Forget

Club Rooms Open
Mon & Thurs 4.30-10.00pm

Fri, Sat 4.30-11.00pm
Sun 2.30-6.30pm

Meals Served
Tues-Sat from 5.30pm till late 
Children welcome but must be supervised 
by an adult. 
A reasonable standard of dress is required.
An off-license available to members only.

We have been made aware of copper piping being removed from houses in 
your area. We ask you to be aware and take note of any suspicious vehicles, 
license plates or persons.

As always, please contact Police first if there is any concern about crime or 
suspicious behaviour, and let your Street Coordinator know. 

Call 111 for all crimes in progress or call your local Police Station or 
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 anonymously.

Neighbourhood Support Waitakere is currently fundrising. We would ask and 
encourage households to consider contributing a donation towards the running 
costs of NSW. No donation is too small and much appreciated. These donations 
could be cash, cheque or paid directly into our account, details to follow:

Internet banking - ASB account 123038-039838800 – NSW ID is required as a 
reference if a receipt is required.
Please make cheques out to Neighbourhood Support Waitakere.
All donations are tax deductable and receipts will be issued.

To find about more or join Neighbourhood Support please contact your Street 
Coordinator or make contact as below.
CityCoordinator@nswaitakere.org.nz  
Phone: 09 834 5815 www.nswaitakere.org.nz

Security Camera - Deterrent or Intrusion?
THERE IS NO DEBATE that in the last few years there 
has been a spate of crime in the Piha area, with 
many locals being the victims of burglary, vandalism 
and car theft. As a response the Piha Community 
Patrol was established and has been operating 
successfully for 3 months. 

An issue which does need debating is whether Piha 
could benefit from CCTV tech nology as a method 
to prevent crime and to aid Police in investigating 
crimes in the Piha area.

The Piha Community Patrol would like to invite all 
local residents along to a meeting to discuss the 
possibility of setting up a surveillence camera. The 
meeting will be on the 21st of March (Wednesday), 

7:30pm at the Piha Bowling Club.

Some of the points we would  like to discuss: 
The effectiveness of CCTV systems, the privacy 
implications of such tech nology, the possible 
location of the camera, financial costs and how the 
system will be monitored.

We would also like to learn more about the success, 
or otherwise, of cameras at other locations around 
New Zealand.

Certainly an interesting topic for the community to 
debate.

Tom Emerson

PHOTO: SANDRA CONEY
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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR WHEN SOME OF AUCKLAND’S BEST MUSIC FESTIVALS ARE 
CLOSE TO HOME FOR PIHA RESIDENTS. 

 The Titirangi festival of Music (25 March – 1 April)  and the one day Oratia 
Jungle festival (Sunday 18 March) kick off in March with outstanding music in 
spectacular locations.

  

 The Oratia Jungle festival is a one day musical and visual arts celebration at 
the beautiful subtropical gardens of Landsendt, 108 Parker Road, Oratia. While 
enjoying the fine wine and gourmet food, listen to fabulous music from Sanders 
Alley Geiling, The Devine Jazz Quartet, Piha based singer Cat Tunks & renown 
guitarist Nigel Gavin. Then experience a special evening under the stars as the 
gardens come alive with the lights in the ferns and palms. A huge movie screen 
will be erected to show the artistic talents of West Auckland film maker Robin 
Kewell.  The day kicks off at 2pm and runs through to 10pm.

Information is available from toitoimusic@gmail.com, or info@landsendt.co.nz 

Tickets also available at gate cash sales. 

Tickets $30/children $15 

Piha musos featuring 
in local festivals

The Titirangi festival of Music is a week long festival featuring some of New 
Zealand and West Auckland’s finest music talent. While the festival offers an 
exciting programme of concerts there is also an exciting array of workshops, 
demonstrations and street performances. Local Karekare based artist/musician, 
Mandy Patmore will be running the ‘Acoustic Smoothie’ show once again  - a 
singer/songwriters collective of fresh talent that features local Piha favourites, 
The Logger Boys. Piha is well represented with local residents Paddy free 
and the BlackSandDiva band together with top New Zealand acts such as The 
Nudge, Luger Boa, Iva Lankum and much  more. Look out for a program brochure 
or visit www.titirangifestival.com

Tickets are available through iTicket or the Village Pharmacy (408 Titirangi Road).

www.titirangifestival.com

Quilts across the ranges
THE WESTERN QUILTERS CIRCLE is West Auckland’s largest and longest established quilting group. Each year 
they organise an exhibition showcasing members’ wall hangings and other innovative and colourful creations. 
Quilting and craft related goods can be purchased, along with bargains from the members’ trading table.

The exhibition runs over the weekend of Friday March 16 to Sunday 18 March at the Kelston Community Centre, 
Cnr Gt North and Awaroa Roads, Glendene. Doors open at 10am, entry fee $5.00.

Follow the groups’ activities on their blog: www.westernquilterscircle.blogspot.com

Village Voice

Piha News

Views

Opinions

Photographs

www.villagevoice.co.nz
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Community Library news LIBRARY OPENING HOURS

 Monday  10.00am–1.00pm
 Tuesday  Closed
 Wednesday  10.00am to 1.00pm
 Thursday 3.30pm to 5.30pm 
 Friday  Closed
 Saturday  11.00am to 3.00pm

BARGAINS GALORE WERE POUNCED ON BY HAPPY CROWDS who joined in the 
fun at the Library Trust’s Book Fair on 28 January.  Many happy readers left with 
armloads of brand new books, second hand books, magazines and DVDs.  

Many also stayed to enjoy the delights of a sausage sizzle which featured organic 
sausages, or stayed to watch as the skilled face painters delighted children with 
artistic and colourful creations.

Popular too were the raffles – the Piha Café had donated a meal at the café, local 
library volunteer, Ann Russell donated a copy of her delightful newly published 
children’s book, Body FX donated a $250 course in face painting, and Bob Harvey 
donated two of his popular large publications.

This event was so popular that at times there was barely standing room on the 
library deck where the Book Fair was held. Feedback from the day has clearly 
established the demand for this to be an annual event. It was wonderful to see 
such a wide range of folk, including families, joyfully fossicking  for the “best read”.

Thanks to all who so willingly volunteered to make this day a success, and a huge 
vote of thanks too to the publishers, Random House, Harper Collins and Scholastic, 
who donated such a wonderful selection of their new books.

As a result of all these efforts, the Library Trust raised a net profit of just over 
$2,000!  Brilliant. A considerable contribution to our running costs.

The Library Trust is committed to improving facilities and services wherever 
possible.

Our latest step forward is a costly investment in new computers which many 
of you will have seen installed in the library.  Included is updated software and 
a new search computer which enables members to scroll through the library 
catalogue for themselves instead of having to ask for information at the issue 
desk.

With the ever-increasing time commitment needed to provide for our 1100+ 
members, we have now contracted out the bulk of the management side of the 
library to Hannah Slade.  While this is an additional financial cost to the Trust, we 
believe that this move has been inevitable as demands and numbers grow. We 
welcome Hannah and her very efficient contribution to running this popular 
community service.

Some of you may be aware of the ongoing disagreement over the ownership of 
the actual library building.  It is important to let the public know that the Trust 
strongly refutes the claims being put forward and the inaccurate history being 
written.  As a registered charitable trust, the library assets, held on behalf of 
the community who donated so much to the creation of the library, are totally 
safeguarded under the Trust legislation and cannot be disposed of unless to a 
similar registered charity.  Such safeguards do not apply to assets belonging to 
community groups which are not registered charities.

Yvonne Dufaur

Bargain hunters at the Book Fair. PHOTOS: YVONNE DAFUR
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Lion Rock Boardriders Club

Tane Wallis, NZ Under 18 Champ. PHOTO: REUBEN FIETJE

Lion Rock Boardriders Club National Champs Finalists.  From left: (back row) Phil Wallis, Anna Jolly, Seagh von Keisenberg, Maiya Thompson, 
Mike Mulcahy. (front row) Ken Nicolson, Mike Trainer, Tane Wallis, Clive Barron. (missing) Rick Lasch, Hamish Divett.

THE BIG EVENT ON THE 2012 CALENDAR was our 
club hosting of the NZ Surfing Champs. Lion Rock 
Boardriders would like to thank the Piha community 
for accomodating the competitors, their friends 
and families for what was a fantastic 7 days of 
competion.

Lion Rock Boardriders set a new high for Auckland 
Boardrider clubs with the number of club members 
who made finals. Leading the group was Anna 
Jolly who won two national titles.  Anna won the 
Open Women’s Longboard and Senior Women’s 
shortboard titles. Tane Wallis won the prestigious 
Under 18 Junior Title and Maiya Thompson won the 
Women’s Bodyboard title.

Second placings went to Hamish Divett (Over 60’s) 
and Rick Lasch (Over 40’s).

Third placings went to Ken Nicolson (Over 60’s), 
Mike Trainer (Over 55’s), Phil Wallis (Over 45’s), Rick 
Lasch (Over 35’s) and Tane Wallis (Junior Longboard).  
Fourth placings went to Clive Barron(Over 60’s), 
Mike Mulcahy (Over 40’s) nnd Seagh von Kiesenberg 
(Women’s Bodyboard).

Making a final at National level is never easy due to 
the skills and competitiveness of all surfers involved 
so a mention must go to those club members 
who didn’t make finals but who also surfed with 
distinction.

2011 Club Champ, Zen Wallis, did exceptionally 

well making the Semi finals of the Open Men in 
both the shortboard and longboard divisions while 
fifth placings went to Murray Bray (Over 60’s), Ken 
Nicolson (Over 55’s), Morgan Cronin (Over 40’s) and 
Nat Barron (Over 35’s).  Well done.

 Life after the National Champs has gone on with 
both Zen Wallis and Anna Jolly continuing to 
compete well in the Hyundai Longboard series and 
a number of our junior members competing in the 
Billabong Grom series.  Tane Wallis placed 2nd in 

the Whangamata Billabong Pro Under 20 contest 
and along with Zen and Rick Lasch will continue to 
compete in the Open Men’s shortboard series.

Best of luck to all club members competing over the 
next few months.

Finally, Tane Wallis has been selected to compete 
for New Zealand at the 2012 World Junior Surfing 
Champs in Panama in April. The cost of competing 
is over $5000.00 so if any businesses or individuals 
can contribute sponsorship or donations toward his 
costs, please use the contact details below.  

Lion Rock Boardriders is a Club that endeavours to 
provide a collective energy that is both supportive 
and inspiring for all involved. Through membership, 
club members share resources and information, 
develop friendships and pathways for surfers on all 
levels.

For more information or membership enquiries, 
contact Mike Jolly at Piha Surf Shop on Seaview Rd, 
Piha, Ph. 812 8723, or email teatreeflower@yahoo.
co.nz

Phil Wallis
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$50,000 for consent preparations
THE PIHA COMMUNITY SPORT AND RECREATION CLUB’S proposed new sport and 
recreation centre can proceed to design and consent stage following a Waitakere 
Ranges Local Board decision to fund $50,000 for design and resource consent 
preparation costs for the project.

Co-chairmen of the club’s steering committee Larry Gibson and Ross Pownall say 
the board’s generous contribution will enable the project to progress through 
to resource consent stage. Both clubs are also making financial contributions 
towards the first stage of development.

 “We are grateful to the board for supporting the centre, which will be built on 
vacant land between the two existing facilities on the Piha Domain.”

Board Chair Denise Yates says the board is pleased to support the centre, which 
will be a great new amenity for the Piha area.

For more information, please contact
Ross Pownall 812 8185
Larry Gibson 812 9130

Piha Tennis Club news
The worst of summers wreaked havoc at the professional events at the Stanley 
St Tennis Centre, and it was no different at Piha. Several competitions needed 
to be postponed or cancelled due to the inclement weather. However, among 
those events that proceeded, persistence paid off. The junior finalists for the last 
two years again contested this year’s final, with Ryan Foote finally managing 
to turn the tables on the champion from 2009 and 2010, Ben Shepherd. And 
Hamish Coney succeeded in the Men’s Doubles on his fourth attempt, in 
combination with Jeremy Stratton, beating  Peter Hosking and “Aussie” Mike 
Murane. 

Competition Results:

Mixed Doubles:  Fran King & Peter Hosking def. Sara Cole & Jeremy Stratton 6-3,  
 6-0

Men’s Doubles: Hamish Coney & Jeremy Stratton def. Peter Hosking & Mike  
 Murane 6-2, 6-4 

Juniors:  Ryan Foote def. Ben Shepherd 6-4

Veterans: Gail Lyons and Peter Hosking def. Sara Cole and Geoff  
 Sutherland 6-1, 6-3

Sunset Warriors (over 60s): Geoff Sutherland and Gail Lyons

Now that the sun has finally appeared, mid-week tennis has resumed on 
Wednesdays (Phone Bev on 8128775).  The next competition event will be a 
Round Robin Fun Event on Easter Sunday, 8 April. All welcome - come and test 
your skills against members and non-members. 

A new committee was elected at the AGM held in December:

Patron:   Don McKenzie

President:   Ross Pownall

Vice Presidents:  Peter Hosking & Denis Black

Treasurer:   Ross Pownall

Secretary:   Elizabeth Franich  

Hon. Auditor:  Peter Walker

Women’s Club Captain: Sara Cole

Men’s Club Captain:  Peter Hosking

Committee:  Gayle Barclay, Keith Franich, Bev Holt, Jacki Houtwipper,  
  Brockie King, Richard Priest, Jeremy Stratton

Individual senior membership has been kept at $40 for the year, with family 
membership at $85. Call Ross Pownall 8128185 or Peter Hosking 8128156 to join 
up, or email us: pihatennis@xtra.co.nz

Above: Veterans Finalists: Sara Cole, Gail Lyons (winner), Geoff Sutherland, Peter Hosking (winner)
Below: Junior Finalists: Ben Shepherd and Ryan Foote (winner)
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THE FIRST TERM IS WHIZZING BY and it’s been a busy one. We‘ve made 
the most of the sunny days, venturing out and about for walks to the duck 
pond, park and library as well as picnics under the pohutukawa trees. Our 
two new double pushchairs have enabled us to take the under twos out as 
well. The children have been questioning what they saw and referring that 
information through discussion at home and preschool. The Wekatahi’s 
resident turtle is a firm favourite. He or she can been seen most mornings 
warming up on a semi-submerged branch downstream from the bridge.

We’d like to remind parents to supply a named sun hat and drink bottle for 
your child. It is important in this hot weather to have these moveable and 
reachable at all times for your children. Although we top up sun block at 
10.30am and 1.30pm we urge parents to apply sun block before arrival.

Susan Fraser

Playgroup news
PIHA PLAYGROUP co-ordinators Sue and Anna are 
nearing retirement as their respective children are 
starting school soon. Jason has generously offered 
to take over as one of the co-ordinators, please 
contact Anna if you’d like to help Jason out. It’s not 
an onerous role, particularly when an opening/
closing roster is up and running. Piha Playgroup  
(Monday mornings 9:30am to 12:30pm) is a great 
place to meet other local parents, and provides a 
safe, friendly and fun place for your children to play 
and learn. Come along for a cuppa and a chat. 

We’d also like to invite parents to check out the 
Playball sessions in Barnett Hall from 10:00am to 
10:45am every Monday. For the uninitiated Playball 
is a sport and movement programme for children. 
The programme is taught in a fun-filled, energetic, 
and positive environment. The children love ‘Coach 
James’ and learn so much more than just ball and 
hand/eye skills.The Piha classes are for children aged 
3+ years.  For more information see www.playball.
co.nz  or call in and check out one of the sessions. 
Cost is $70 per term, this includes a Playgroup 
subsidy of $10 per child. 

Anna Browne (annabrowne@gmail.com)

 

Local Preschool children enjoying their Summer outings. PHOTOS SUSAN FRASER
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AT OUR FIRST MEETING IN APRIL 2008 we spent some time deciding on what the 
aims of our project would be.   If you don’t know your destination chances are you 
won’t get there!

Our first two aims, of four, are about our natural environment:  remove weeds then 
replace with natives.

Our second two are about the people: pedestrian and vehicle safety. 

Beach Valley Road is the main road to Piha Beach, commonly known as South Piha: 
an iconic beach with tens of thousands of visitors, by car and foot, each year.  It 
is also a residential street with the last property being number 64.  Beach Valley 
Road has a considerable number of permanent residents of all ages.   The Milk Track, 
from Seaview Road to Beach Valley Road, is used by a lot of pedestrians coming 
down Piha hill to the beach.

Beach Valley Road is also the only vehicle access way to the Piha SLSC.

Considering all this background on our Project and the usage of Beach Valley 
Road, it would be no surprise to anyone that we became very concerned with 
the incidents of vehicles hitting the Pohutukawa limb, just west of the RSA. This 
occurred on a regular basis.   These accidents caused great trauma to the drivers, 
many from overseas, not to mention the residents that had to regularly go and 
console them and clean up the road.

Of concern also is the fact that even our Piha Volunteer Fire Engine is unable to 
drive under this limb but instead moves onto the wrong side of the road and the 
pedestrian area to access any area of Piha Beach.  In fact, this has to happen with 
all big vehicles and a pedestrian accident is waiting to happen. 

It is a huge disappointment to us that one or two ‘organizations’ and ‘individuals’ 
have continued, even with the facts, to oppose the removal of the limb.  

Living harmoniously together needs give and take:  our Project has ‘given’ hundreds, 
if not thousands, of hours to love and care for our whole environment – that is 
our ‘give’.   We have asked that this limb be removed for our safety and the safety of 
others – that is our ‘take’.

Bobby Carroll 

Article written with the endorsement of BVR Members

Local Preschool children enjoying their Summer outings. PHOTOS SUSAN FRASER

To Live Together Takes Give and Take

PHOTOS: BOBBY CARROLL
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LOCAL ARTISTS ARE BUSY PUTTING THE FINISHING TOUCHES to artwork and cleaning up their studios in 
preparation for the 8th Annual West Artists’ Open Studio weekend on the 24 and 25 March.

Over 200 artists at 54 different venues throughout West Auckland will be open to visitors from 10am to 4pm 
both days.  Artists with works from a wide range of mediums, including pottery, painting, sculpture, glass 
art, jewellery, photography, cartooning, wearable art, collage and mixed media will be welcoming visitors to 
discuss their tech niques, view their studios and purchase work directly ‘off the easel’.

It’s a great chance to learn about the creative processes, see artists in action, and have a go at making something 
yourself at some venues.

Piha artists opening their home studios include Stefanie Kroeger (painting), Graham Valentine (indoor-outdoor 
mixed media art) and the West Coast Gallery will host a cluster of artists outside the Gallery for the weekend – 
so be sure to go and check them out.

Also, Dean Buchanan, Helga Strewe and Rudi Buchanan Strewe will be open for the weekend at Karekare, and 
Pardo Jackson of Anawhata will be displaying his work at Kiwi Valley for the weekend.

Corban Estate Arts Centre in Henderson becomes a hub of activity with many artists on site (including Piha artist 
Kairava Gullatz with her ceramic and jewellery studio).

To find out more about the weekend, go to www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz (search West Artists Open Studio 
weekend).  Download a studio brochure and map and plan your tour.  Or if you would prefer to be driven you can 
take part in a bus tour (4 planned tours) to 5 different studios for $15 per person.

For a brochure, to book bus tours or for further information please phone Julie Nash 301 0101 ext 428934 or 
email Julie.Nash@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Annual West Artists’ Open Studio Weekend

Above: Graham Valentine; Below: Kairava Gullatz; Left: ‘Jib Boom’ by 
Stefanie Kroeger
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Above: Pieces from Richard Naylor’s “Inspired and Horny” exhibition 31st March - 29th April
Below: Rachel Mooney’s ‘Energy’ from the “Return of the Light” exhibition 9th June - 8th July

West Coast Gallery update
Hours
Wed to Sun 10am to 5pm 
or by appointment

The Old fire Station
50 Seaview Rd, Piha 

CMB 99, Piha Ph 8128 029

Nobody turned more heads this summer than our resident mascot Mister Pushmi Pullu. Pushmi is a two-
headed hedge creature reminiscent of Dr Dolittle’s llama, who lives on the lawn in front of the Gallery.  He 
has a flamboyant taste for dressing up and has just had a fresh makeover, shedding his Christmas tinsel for a 
snazzy Valentine’s outfit.

Summer whizzed by with some superb exhibitions. Thank you to all the keen participants in Ivar Treskon’s 
“Fish Whispers” experiment, we had a total of 146 evolving fish drawings for Ivar to incorporate into one very 

weird artwork.  Good news for those waiting on prints - Ivar’s Moku Cat, Lion & Camel and NZ Earthscape have 
arrived, so drop in and take a look.  Turnout for Zeke Wolf’s exhibition was stronger than ever - it was standing 
room only at the opening,  Congratulations Zeke for another breathtaking exhibition.  Mandy Thomsett-
Taylor’s -  “I Got Married At Piha”  wowed the punters with a fresh and unlimited perspective on manipulating 
paint as a medium. Well done Mandy.

Watch out next for Open Studio Weekend, 24th & 25th March,  when studios across the West open for 
visitors to meet the artists and learn about their artmaking.  There are plenty of studios to visit in Piha, as well 

as a cluster group of artists at the Gallery including 
photographers, jewellers, painters, potters and a 
body / facepainter.  This exciting event is free and an 
awesome way to see the artists in action.

For something intriguingly risqué, check out our 
ceramic exhibition  “Inspired and Horny”.   Titirangi 
potter Richard Naylor shares some treasures 
from his kiln, vessels that resonate with the colours 
of India and the fine lines of Japanese ceramics.   
Celebrate the marriage of fire and earth and be 
seduced this April by its magic.  Join Richard at his 
opening Saturday 31st March 2pm.

Two generations of artistic talent take the stage 
in May. Mandy Patmore and her sons Ezra and 
Lukah Ashton present “Keep it in the Family”, an 
eclectic mixed media collaboration of their latest 
works.  9 year old budding weaver, photographer 
and painter Lukah, and 13 year old painter, illustrator 
and stencil artist Ezra are proud to join their well 
known mum in this exciting exhibition.  Karekare 
painter Mandy Patmore is inspired by the beauty 
of her surroundings, and her work resonates the 
passion she has for the local environment and its 
preservation. 

Alas, winter must come, but this year we are 
prepared to warm you all up with an array of 
community events. Look out for lantern workshops, 
drumming celebrations and magnificent flag 
installations to co-incide with Matariki and our 
Auckland festival of Photography Exhibition  

“Return of the Light”. Our member photographers 
are working to bring you an event that encapsulates 
Matarki, light and new beginnings. The photography 
exhibition runs from 9th June – 8th July, with an 
opening bash in the daytime on 23rd June at the 
gallery.   As if this was not enough, let us lure you out 
for a good ol’fashioned West Coast party, we think 
we’ll call it “Lighten Up” to lift everybody’s spirits, 
30th June at Barnett Hall. We know everyone has 
been itching for a good local party and a chance for 
an outrageous dress up, so stay tuned for details and 
get your creative juices flowing on how we can light 
up Piha this winter.

So many events, and so many good reasons to come 
and see your local Gallery and get amongst some 
good art…we (and Mister Pushmi) look forward to 
seeing you over the next few months...

Glenys
westcoastgallery@xtra.co.nz
www.westcoastgallery.co.nz
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We were delighted at how well the revamped South Beach accessways and dunes 
worked for the National Surf Championships held at Piha recently.  The reminders 
from the commentators that people needed to respect the new planting on the 
dunes were well received, and at the end of a very busy week the dunes and new 
plants came through virtually unscathed.  Our thanks to the organisers, sponsors, 
competitors and audience for your care and consideration.

A concern that is often raised concerning dune restoration is that if dunes are 
planted with dune grasses such as Spinifex and Pingao, they will grow high.  In 
fact the opposite is the case.  If the dune vegetation is not damaged, a low 
rounded dune will form.  (The best local example of a natural Spinifex dune is 
White’s Beach).  However, if the vegetation on the foredune face is destroyed, the 
wind blows the sand to the top of the dune where it settles, making the dune 
higher and higher.  This effect can be seen in a number of spots on Piha Beach.  If 
anyone would like a conducted tour of the beach to look at a number of sites of 
interest, please contact the Coastcare Trust via the Coordinator (address below).

 It has been very interesting to observe during recent big tides and easterly 
conditions, how far past Lion Rock the low tide reaches, and to wonder how long 
it will be before we can routinely walk around the Rock. A group of Coastcare 
members who visited the Karekare - Pararaha wetlands were interested to see  
how far the dunes and beach have moved seawards there.  It is a very different 
place from what it was comparatively recently. Well worth a visit to see the 
beautiful wetlands that have developed.

At both of these sites we are seeing the accretion effects of the colossal slug of 
sand that has been moving up the Coast from Taranaki for the last fifteen years.  
This same sand accumulation effect has contributed to the Marawhara and 
Wekatahi Streams pushing southwards along the Beach in the last few months.

In 2004, when the Streams were separated because they were heading for the 
road,  an enduring Resource Consent, valid until 2038, was granted, to manage 
the expected problem of the streams re-combining and causing dune erosion and 
further threat to the road.  The stated purpose of the  consent is: “To authorize 
the redistribution … of up to 5000 cubic metres of sand per annum for the 
purpose of maintaining the realignment of the Marawhara and Wekatahi Streams 
and rebuilt foredune.”  In spite of this very clear instruction to the Council, they 
have taken heed of objections from some local Piha groups who have told 
them that the Piha Community does not want this work done until the erosion 
endangers the road.  To date we have lost about 50 linear metres of protective 
dune (including 15 metres in the last storm), a cause of great frustration to the 
Coastcare Trust. If you would like more information about the history of the 
streams, the forces at work here, and Council’s plans to rectify the problem, you 

can contact the Coordinator (address below). 

Finally, we need some new people to help in the Coastcare team.  The current 
Coordinator would like to step back a bit and it would be great to have some new 
blood in the team. There will be plenty of support and advice available to anyone 
who would like to become more involved.  Some areas that you may be interested 
in are:  displays, publicity, education, photographic records, newsletters, weed 
control, community liaison, project management.  Phone the Coastcare 
Coordinator  to discuss your ideas and possible involvement.

Pat La Roche  Phone 8128 202  Email tuivale@pl.net

Piha CoastCare news

Top: Dunes unscathed after a busy week at the Hyundai NZ Surf Champs. Thank you to all involved. 
Above: The Wekatahi River on the move, carving away huge amounts of sand. PHOTOS: BOBBY CARROLL 
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CLASSIFIEDS

FREE REMOVAL 
Of unwanted steel, iron, ovens, fridges, 
freezers, washing machines, dishwash-
ers, lawnmowers, barbeques etc.
Also any non ferrous metals.
Nothing is too big or small, even cars 
can be removed! 
Contact Bruce: 8128386 or 
zeabrucewatt@hotmail.com

Define and Achieve your 
goals!
Lettie Dalton
Certified Business and Life Coach
 Ph: (021) 0277 3667
lettie@winningedgecoaching.com
www.winningedgecoaching.com

Piha Yoga
Tuesdays 6.30pm   Sundays 10.30am

Parents can bring childern 8 years and
above to participate if accompanied by 
the parent  Cost $14
For more details email Melodie:
melodiebatchelor@hotmail.com
www.yogahernebay.co.nz

Indoor Bowls
Every Thursday 1pm–4pm at Barnett
Hall. All welcome, heaps of fun!

For info ph Shirley 8128 792

Piha Community Preschool
Qualified teacher and teacher 
aids providing quality care and 
educational programmes.

Tuesday to Friday 8.30am–4.30pm.
Come and visit or phone 8128 013

Piha Playgroup
Piha Playgroup welcomes all mums, 
dads and kids to come to our Playgroup 
sessions. Whether you live permanently 
in Piha or not, or have kids on school holi-
days, we’d love to see you there. All sorts 
of fun activities are available, including 
Playball  from 10 - 10:45pm.

When: Monday mornings 9:30 till 12:30. 

Where: Piha Preschool/Barnett Hall

Cost: Donation of $2. 

We’d love to see you there.

For more info call Jason: ph 8128 611

Plunket
A Plunket nurse is at Barnett Hall every
3rd Monday of the month 10am–12noon.
For an appointment Ph 838 8806
or drop in to have baby weighed.

Jazz Ballet for Kids
Preschoolers 3.45pm–4.15pm
5-8 year olds 4.15pm–4.45pm

Contact: Renée Harvey
nae23@hotmail.com

Kempo for kids
Kempo is held @ 5-5.50pm, Thursdays
for kids 7+

Contact: ph 816 8649
email loislingard@xtra.co.nz

What’s happening at Piha’s Community Centre (Barnett Hall)

Barnett Hall needs YOU...
Barnett Hall has always been cared for and organised by keen and interested members of our community. In fact 
sometimes just by those who feel they can contribute something to our community even though they don’t have any 
direct involvement in the Hall.

Currently the Barnett Hall Committee are looking for a new Hall Manager, Chairperson, Secretary and committee member.
The Hall manager position is a paid position. We invite members of our community to become involved in the vibrancy of 
our Piha Community Centre committee.

In 2011 the committee were in dialogue with the Pre-School on a new lease agreement, we increased the number of 
community classes and helped keep the Hall in good order. Our annual hosting of the Piha Market day was fun and 
successful and the Yoga community of Piha were treated to two weekend workshops throughout the year with guest 
teacher Peter Scott from Australia and Melodie Batchelor from Piha. The Hall is also used for many dance, music and art 
events for children. Bookings for Weddings are encouraged and a weekly Indoor Bowls game spear-headed by Shirley 
Atkinson, a founding member of our Hall, has been a popular fixture for many years. Barnett Hall is a great place for people 
to meet for a wide variety of activities.

We would love you to join us on our committee as you might have something special to offer and some time to give.

Barnett Hall Committee

BARNETT HALL MANAGER 
NEEDED

A paid position. This role 
involves managing the short 
term hall bookings and the 
bookings calendar.
For more details email Tasha:
tasha@nzsponsorship.co.nz
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info@pihacottage.co.nz. Phone 812 8514

Contact Tracey Skidmore 
Email: info@pihacottage.co.nz

Place your ad in the next  
Piha Community News
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Services Directory for advertising please contact Tracey Skidmore
info@pihacottage.co.nz. Phone 812 8514
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For the first time a trophy for Most Outstanding Performance was awarded at 
the recent Hyundai 2012 National Surfing Champs. The award was established in 
memory of local surfing pioneer Peter Byers who died earlier this year, aged 71 
years.

The impressive trophy is a carved kauri replica of a Peter Byers surfboard, made by 
local builder and craftsman Clive Barron.

The winner of this inaugural award was Bachelor Tipene of Taranaki, his overall 
excellent surfing at the 2012 NZ Surfing Champs impressed the judges. Bachelor 
surfed to 2nd place in the Senior (Over 28) division, unlucky not to win the title.

Congratulations to Bachelor’s wife Thandi, who was also a winner. She took out 
the Open Women’s title to back up the 2011 Auckland Open Women’s title she 
won at Piha last November.

Phil Wallis

Above: Champion couple - Bachelor Tipene with the Peter Byers trophy for Most Outstanding Performance. 
Thandi Tipene was the winner of the Open Women’s title. PHOTO: REUBEN FIETJE. Left: A powerful back-
hand top turn by Bachelor Tipene. PHOTO: CPL. Below: The onshore line-up. PHOTO: BOBBIE CARROLL


